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NSW, North West Region  Winter 2019 

The award goes to... 
Landcare Community Group Award! 
Congratulations to the Hudson Pear Spray Group B on winning the 

runner up Landcare Community Group 

Award!  

The 2019 New England & North West Re-

gional Landcare Awards were announced 

in Narrabri at the Landcare Adventure din-

ner on 12 June. The award was awarded 

to outstanding, innovative community 

group that is working towards sustainable land use and/or enhancing 

or protecting an area on behalf of the community. Well done to the 

Hudson Pear Spray Group B on their fantastic achievement.  

 

Partnerships with Landcare Award! 
Congratulations to North West Local 

Land Service and Northern Slopes 

Landcare on winning the Partnerships 

with Landcare award for  innovation 

and excellence in creating partnerships 

with their Landcare community - Cacti 

Control Coordinator program. 

 

Landcare Adventure, Narrabri 
Thank you to everyone who participated and came along to Narrabri to 

learn about Farming in the 21st Century.  Over 90 people came togeth-

er to learn and engage with some of the most inspiring farmers and 

scientist across New South Wales.  

 

Photo: Jack Murray receiving 

from James Hutchinson-Smith. 

Photo; Peter Dawson & James 

Hutchinson-Smith. Inset: Jo 

Skewes, Peter Dawson & Rajendra 

Shilpakar  
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Cactus Alert! 

Narrabri 

Check and inspect - Harrisia cactus! 
The Narrabri Shire Council weed officers have been out 

doing a site inspection at the Yarrie Lake Road site 

where they first found Harrisia cactus. Several plants not 

far from the initial discovery of Harrisia cactus have been 

found and have undertaken a follow up spray in the area. 

It’s a timely reminder how important it is to regularly 

check and inspect any weed sites you or your contractor  

have been working on, as they could pop up anywhere at 

any time!  

Vehicle hygiene - Cylindropuntia imbricata 
Another timely reminder to check your vehicles when 

travelling through the region as Rope pear has been 

found on an old Gazetted road off the Gwabegar Road 

heading into the National Park. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Western Region 

Hudson pear found south of Broken Hill 
Western LLS have discovered an incursion of Hudson 

pear which has been identified on three stations between 

Menindee and Broken Hill.  

The incursion appears to be related to a dry creek which 

when in flood it meanders across grass plains and blue-

bush country. 

It is suspected that cladodes of 

the origin plant have been 

washed down the creek during 

previous floods, established in 

several areas, and are now start-

ing to transfer away from the 

creek line due to stock, vehicles, 

and other animals. 

Western LLS are working closely 

with the community to put man-

agement plans in progress to 

control and prevent any further spread. 

 

AutoWeed set to detect Harrisia cactus! 

Trials for Harrisia hit Willaroo 
With helpful funding 

from North West LLS, 

the world’s first robot-

ic spot spraying sys-

tem was deployed to 

target Harrisia cactus 

automatically and was 

demonstrated at 

Willaroo on Friday 7 

June. The beautiful weather saw 17 people from around 

the area come out to see the AutoWeed in action. It was 

great to see the landholders engaging with researchers 

and other interested parties who were egger to see when 

the "green-on-green" technology would be available. The 

success gives prom-

ise that the AutoWeed 

detection system of 

being capable of tar-

geting other weeds. 

From here, AutoWeed 

Pty Ltd aims to deliver 

a robust green-on-

green detection and 

spray system that is 

applicable to any crop or grazing weed species; and that 

can be retro-fitted to available agricultural machinery at a 

reasonable price point for landholders.  

To check it out in action go to: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=wmMQmO0n-ts and https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=9y0FVEu79no.  
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Figure: Harrisia cactus found on re-inspection by Chris Watkins & C. 

Felton-Taylor. 

Figure: Harrisia cactus found on re-inspection by Chris 

Watkins & C. Felton-Taylor. 

Figure: C. pallida, Andy 

McKinnon Western  LLS. 
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Smooth Tree Pear 
Opuntia monacatha 

Where did it come from and where is it now? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s native to Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, and  Uru-

guay and can now be found in Australia and South Africa. 

Its natural habitats are subtropical or tropical moist low-

land forest and sandy shores. 

Credit: Atlas of Living Australia 

 

What  does it look like? 

Can grow to 2 meters high. 

Shrub, sometimes has a short 

trunk and drooping appear-

ance.  The cladodes are 

glossy green in colour, flat-

tened and oval in shape and 

are 20-50cm long and 12-18 

wide. Spines are 5-7cm longs. 

The plant has yellow flowers 

with the outer tepal having a 

tinge of red to them. The fruit 

is red when ripe and approxi-

mately 7cm long and spineless. 

 

How does it spread? 

Like most cacti species the cladodes can be dispersed 

through human and animal movement, vehicles. The fruit 

is consumed by both native wild life and pest animals 

which then help disperse the seeds.  

Credit: NSW WeedWise and Field Identification Guide 2
nd

 

Edition 

General Biosecurity Duty 

All plants are regulated with a general biosecurity duty to 

prevent, eliminate or minimise any biosecurity risk they 

may pose. Any person who deals with any plant, who 

knows (or ought to know) of any biosecurity risk, has a 

duty to ensure the risk is prevented, eliminated or mini-

mised, so far as is reasonably practicable. 

 

All of NSW 

Prohibition on dealings 

Must not be imported into 

the State or sold 

 

North West 

Biosecurity Act require-

ments & Strategic Re-

sponse in the region 

Mandatory Measure 
(Division 8, Clause 33, Bi-
osecurity Regulation 2017): 
A person must not import 
into the State or sell. 
Credit:  North West Regional 

Strategic Weed Management Plan Executive Summary 

 

How do you control it? 

Biocontrol  

Place infected cladodes at the base of the tree to encour-

age the cochineal to transfer onto the healthy plant. It al-

so aids in protection of the cochineal until the conditions 

are right for the cochineal to move around.  

 

Cochineal 

Dactylopius ceylonicus 

Scientific name  

Order: Hemiptera 

Family: Dactylopiidae 

Genus: Dactylopius 

Species: ceylonicus biotype 

 

Figure: O. monacatha distribution, Atlas of Living Aus-

tralia 2019. 

Figure: O. monacatha, Troy 

Brown.  

Figure: O. monacatha, 

Troy Brown.  

Figure: O. monacatha, Troy Brown.  
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Velvety Tree Pear 
Opuntia tomentosa 

Where did it come from and where is it now? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Velvety tree pear is native of central Mexico and can now 

be found in Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria, 

South Australia, Western Australia and Tasmania.  

Credit: Atlas of Living Australia 

 

What  does it look like? 

Smooth tree pear or drooping pear is an erect shrub to 2 

m tall, sometimes with a short trunk. The plant has an 

obvious drooping appearance. Its leaves are glossy 

green, oblong to egg shaped with a thin profile, 10-30 cm 

long. Its flowers are yellow to orange-yellow. The fruit is 

pear shaped, to 7 cm long, red in colour and spineless. 

The spines of the smooth tree pear appear as 1-2 spines, 

2-4 cm long and brown to off-white in colour. 

 

How does it spread? 

Like most cacti species the cladodes can be dispersed 

through human and animal movement, vehicles. The 

fruit is consumed by both native wild life and pest ani-

mals which then help disperse the seeds.  

Credit: NSW WeedWise and Field Identification Guide 2nd Edition 

 

 

General Biosecurity Duty 

All plants are regulated with a general biosecurity duty to 

prevent, eliminate or minimise any biosecurity risk they 

may pose. Any person who deals with any plant, who 

knows (or ought to know) of any biosecurity risk, has a 

duty to ensure the risk is prevented, eliminated or mini-

mised, so far as is reasonably practicable. 

All of NSW 

Prohibition on dealings 

Must not be imported into the State or sold 

North West 

Biosecurity Act requirements & Strategic Response 

in the region 

Mandatory Measure (Division 8, Clause 33, Biosecurity 
Regulation 2017): A person must not import into the State 
or sell. 
Credit:  North West Regional Strategic Weed Management Plan Executive 

Summary 

 

How do you control it? 

Biocontrol  

Velvety tree pear can be con-

trolled biologically using cochi-

neal, Dactylopius tomentosus. 

Felling of large plants once coch-

ineal is established often results 

in more rapid control compared 

with unfelled plants. The cacto-

blastis moth, Cactoblastis cacto-

rum, causes little damage to 

large plants but causes signifi-

cant damage to small plants and 

seedlings.  

Cochineal 

Dactylopius opuntiae ‘Punthari’ 

Scientific name  

Order: Hemiptera 

Family: Dactylopiidae 

Genus: Dactylopius 

Species: opuntiae ‘Punthari’ biotype  

Figure: O. tomentosa distribution, Atlas of Living Austral-

ia 2019. 

Photo: Jo Skewes. 

 Winter is here!  
 If you're seeing less biocontrol impact on your cacti it’s                                               

 because the cold is reducing their  activity.  

 Don't panic! Come spring, when temperatures start 

 to rise, the biocontrol agents will be back with vengeance! 
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Chemical Control -  Velvety tree pear continued 

WARNING—Always read the label 

Credit: NSW Weed Control Handbook – A guide to weed control in non-crop, aquatic and bushland situations 

 

Control Calendar 

Credit: NW Regional Weeds Officer Best Practise Guides 

 

Community Groups! 

Harrisia cactus 
Expression of Interest!  

Harrisia Cactus Working 

Group are seeking motivat-

ed and passionate commu-

nity members who want to 

help in the fight against 

Harrisia cactus.  Contact 

your local Landcare Group or Cacti Control Coordinator 

to find out how you can get involved. 

Millmerran Landcare  

0427 952 336 or millmerranlandcare@bigpond.com 

Northern Slopes Landcare  

0402 014 769 or nwcactus@gwydir.nsw.gov.au 

Waggamba Landcare  

0428 738 125 or w.landcare@gmail.com 

Survey now closed. 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the Harrisia 

Cactus Survey. The findings will be published and re-

leased in the coming months. 

NSW Farmers Association 

Meet James Jackson, President 

James Jackson the President of NSW Farmers Associa-

tion visited the Harrisia cactus infested area of NSW and 

QLD  on Wednesday 3 July. James was particularly  im-

pressed with the “enthusiasm the community has towards 

control of Harrisia cactus and the importance for collabo-

ration and cross boarder  involvement from all stakehold-

ers”.  
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Photo (left): Sarah (WLG), Richard, James (NSW Farmers), Matt & 

Jo (CCC) 
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...Smooth tree pear and Velvety tree pear? 

 

Cladodes Glossy green & thin   Grey green 

    20-50cm long     15-30 cm long 

    12-18cm wide       

    Tapered towards base 

 

Spines  5-7cm long      Often spineless  

             or  0.5-1.5cm long 

 

Flower  Yellow       Orange 

    5.5-7cm  diameter   4-5cm diameter 

 

Fruit   Red, no spines    Red 

    Pear shape      Egg shaped   

    7cm long      5cm long 

 

 ...Harrisia cactus and Tiger pear? 

 

Cladodes Bright green     Dark green to  

    Ribbed branches    purple  

                    >12-15cm long    Cylindrical to  

    2.5-6cm wide     flattened 

             Segmented 

             20cm long  

     

Spines  2.5-3cm long     2-3 spines/areole 

              1-3cm long 

 

Flower  White        Yellow - Orange 

    10-15cm  diameter    

 

Fruit   Red, bumps, hairs &   3cm long 

    spines       Red-purple 
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Harrisia cactus 

Tiger pear 

Smooth tree pear 

Velvety tree pear 

Look a likes! 

What’s the difference between… 

They’re so much alike! This is a common statement being made about some of the cacti getting about. Below are 
species which have been mis-identified in the past. Hopefully it will help you identify the right one. 
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NSW Weed Biocontrol Taskforce 
What is the Biocontrol Taskforce? 

The Taskforce comprise of a voluntary collab-

oration of members from a number of like-

minded agencies responsible for managing 

weeds. The role of the Taskforce includes: 

obtaining and facilitating commitment and investment, 

mass-rearing and establishment of agents, monitoring, 

training, prioritising agents for action in NSW, and com-

munication of research progress. Bi-annual meetings in-

volve updates, training, field visits and demonstrations. 

A key deliverable under the NSW Invasive Species Plan 

is to “Maintain and expand the NSW weed biocontrol 

taskforce”. To achieve this, a shared investment model is 

being implemented in NSW. 

The Taskforce originally provided a coordinated approach 

to promote biocontrol, secure resources to mass rear 

agents, and provide establishment and monitoring in the 

field, but was limited geographically and financially. To 

build capacity across the state the Taskforce is now fund-

ing and promoting biocontrol research alongside rearing, 

release and monitoring programs (implementation activi-

ties) through a shared investment commitment.  

This model has enabled the setting of priorities and pool-

ing of support and funding, linking local, state and nation-

al collaborators, including local government, Local Land 

Services (LLS), NSW Department of Primary Industries 

(NSW DPI), Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) 

(including 

NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service – NSW NPWS) 

to national experts and funding agencies. 

The model is proving highly successful and is laying the 

groundwork for further co-investment in a coordinated, 

collaborative effort.  

 

Why invest in the Taskforce? 

Joining the Taskforce and participating in the shared in-

vestment model provides investors with a range of oppor-

tunities including; 

 an integrated and sustainable management strategy  

 improved economic return in weed management  

 increased access to biocontrol agents and training  

 access to knowledge  

 assurance you are partnering with Australia’s most 

respected research 

 practitioners in weed biocontrol  

 a greater chance of success  

 certificate of contribution  

 improved collaboration, sharing of knowledge and in-

formation  

 a boost in patronage  

 improved standing and profile within the community  

 intellectual contribution to programs and priorities 

 opportunities for collaboration. 

 

Expression of interest 

Organisations expressing interest in investing in the 

Taskforce should consider this as a long-term proposi-

tion. While the Taskforce encourages an annual financial 

commitment, it also recognises this option is not always 

possible, thus in-kind commitments are recognised. Fee-

for-service will be negotiable and allocated to an applica-

ble investor category. The NSW Weed Biocontrol Task-

force acknowledges that any Expression of Interest (EoI) 

is non-binding. 

 

For further information contact  

Troy Brown 

NSW Department of Primary Industries 

Invasive Species Unit 

PMB 2, Grafton NSW 2460 
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Gunnedah Shire Council 

Senior Weeds Officer 

Lee Amidy 0427 254 188 

 

63 Elgin Street Gunnedah 

NSW 2380 

Phone 02 6740 2100  

Postal Address 

PO Box 63 

Gunnedah NSW 2380 

Email council@infogunnedah.com.au  

 

Gwydir Shire Council  

Weeds Officer Warialda 

Scott McLachlan 0428 305 364 

Weeds Officer Bingara 

Stephen Kneller 0427 240 061 

 

Postal Address  

Locked Bag 5 

Bingara NSW 2404   

Email mail@gwydir.nsw.gov.au 

Bingara Office 

33 Maitland Street  

Bingara NSW  2404   

Phone 02 6724 2000  

Warialda Office 

52 Hope Street 

Warialda NSW  2402   

Phone 02 6729 3000  

 

Liverpool Plains Shire  

Council 

Authorised Officer - Weeds 

Mike Whitney 0427 961 980 

 

Authorised Officer - Weeds 

Peter Scott 0428 961 982 

 

60 Station Street 

Quirindi NSW 2343 

Phone 02 6746 1755 

Postal Address 

PO Box 152 

Quirindi NSW 2343 

Email lpsc@lpsc.nsw.gov.au 

 

Moree Plains Shire Council  

Senor Biosecurity Officer 

Ian Schwartz 0427 044 521 

Biosecurity Officer 

Lachlan Biddle 040 8204 577 

 

Moree Office 

Level 2, Max Centre 

30 Heber Street 

Moree NSW 2400 

Phone 02 6757 3222 

Postal Address  

PO Box 420 

Moree NSW 2400 

Email council@mpsc.nsw.gov.au 

Mungindi Office 

CTC Building 

153 St George Street 

Mungindi NSW 2406 

Phone 02 6753 2389 

 

Postal Address  

PO Box 39 

Mungindi NSW 2406 

Boggabilla Office 

Boggabilla TAFE 

South Street 

Boggabilla NSW 2409 

Phone 07 4676 2915 

Postal Address  

PO Box 764 

Goondiwindi QLD 4390 

 

Narrabri Shire Council 

Senior Authorised Officer - 

Weeds 

Clare Felton-Taylor 0427 294 

771 

Authorised Officer - Weeds 

Chris Watkins 0429 202 205 

 

46-48 Maitland Street 

Narrabri NSW 2390 

Phone 02 6799 6866  

Postal Address  

PO Box 261  

Narrabri NSW 2390 

Email council@narrabri.nsw.gov.au 

 

Tamworth Regional Council 

Senior Weeds Officer 

Mal Stein 0429 821 579 

Weeds Officer 

Robert Burr 0419 271 593 

 

Ray Walsh House 

437 Peel Street 

Tamworth NSW 2340 

Phone 02 6767 5555  

Postal Address  

PO Box 555 

Tamworth NSW 2340 

Email trc@tamworth.nsw.gov.au 

 

Walgett Shire Council 

Castlereagh Macquarie 

Weeds County Council 

Senior Weeds Officer 

Andrea Fletcher 0428 462 060 

Weeds Officer 

Mat Savage 0427 253 463 

 

77 Fox Street Walgett NSW 2832 

Phone 02 6828 6100 

Postal Address  

PO Box 31  

Walgett NSW 2832 

E-mail admin@walgett.nsw.gov.au 

 

NW Local Land Services 

Moree Office 02 6750 9000 

Warialda Office 02 6729 1529 

Narrabri Office 1300 795 299 

Tamworth Office 02 6764 5900 

Walgett Office 02 6828 6400 

Gunnedah Office 02 6742 9220 

Goondiwindi Office 07 4671 0518 

 

Department of Primary Industries 

Biosecurity Help Line 

1800 680 244 

 

NW Local Land Services - Feedback 

Online: rateitnow.com/northwestllsregion  

QR Reader App  

  

North West Regional Weeds Officers  
If you find any suspicious weeds like the Hudson Pear or Harissia Cactus, please call your local council so their response team 

can work with you on identifying and controlling any State Priority Weeds you might find on your property.  
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Further Information 
Websites 
Australian Invasive Cacti Network (AICN) - http://www.aicn.org.au/ 
Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicinal Authority (APVMA) - https://
portal.apvma.gov.au 
Australian Weed Strategy - http://www.agriculture.gov.au/pests-diseases-weeds/
pest-animals- 
and-weeds/review-aus-pest-animal-weed-strategy/aus-weeds-strategy 
Biological Control DPI - https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds/projects/
biological-control 
Department of Primary Industries (DPI) - https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/ 
DPI Weeds - https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds 
New South Wales Weed Control Handbook - https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/
biosecurity/weeds/weed-control/management-guides/noxious-enviro-weed-
control 
NSW WeedWise - http://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/ 
North West Local Land Services (NW LLS) - https://northwest.lls.nsw.gov.au/ 
North West Plains Sustainability Group - https://www.facebook.com/
northwestplainsgroup/ 
North West Weeds - http://www.northwestweeds.com.au/ 
Northern Slopes Landcare Association - http://
www.northernslopeslandcare.com.au/ 

 
 
 
Opuntiod Cacti Best Practice Control Manual - https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/
invasive-species/opuntioid-cacti-best-practice-control-manual 
PlantNET - http://plantnet.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/ 
Weed Control and Identification - https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds/
weed-control 
Weeds of National Significance - http://weeds.ala.org.au/WoNS/ 
 
NSW Acts and Regulations 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 - https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/
act/2016/63 
Biosecurity Act 2015 - https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/about-us/legislation/list/
biosecurity-act-2015 
EPA Pesticide Act 1999 - https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/licensing-and-regulation/
legislation-and-compliance/acts-administered-by-the-epa/act-summaries#pa 
EPA Pesticide Regulation 2017 - https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/licensing-and-
regulation/legislation-and-compliance/acts-administered-by-the-epa/regulation-
summaries#PestReg 
Local Land Services Act 2013 - https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/
act/2013/51 

mailto:lpsc@lpsc.nsw.gov.au
mailto:council@narrabri.nsw.gov.au
mailto:trc@tamworth.nsw.gov.au?subject=TRC%20Website%20-%20Contact%20Information

