
1   

 

                               

CACTUS QUARTERLY 
In This Issue 

Latest News 

 NW LLS HCWG Forums 

Cactus Alert! 

 Biocontrol in action 

 Biocontrol working together 

 Releasing Biocontrol 

 Goondiwindi Regional Council  

 Velvety Tree Pear control 

Hudson Pear - C. pallida 

 Hudson Pear Spray Group B 

Jumping Cholla - C. prolifera 

Events 

 Steam Spraying Harrisia 

NSW Weed Biocontrol Taskforce 

 What is the biocontrol taskforce? 

Know your local Weeds Officer 
 
NW Local Land Services - Feedback 
NW LLS would like your feedback! You can 

jump online at rateitnow.com/

northwestllsregion or simply use your QR 

Reader App to start rating the NW LLS and 

their services today. 

NSW, North West Region  Spring 2019 

Latest news 
NW LLS Harrisia Cactus Working Group Forums 
Recently the HCWG held five forums across the core infested area of 
Southern Queensland and Northern area of NW NSW. These forums 
took place in Millmerran, Yelarbon, Goondiwindi, Boomi and North Star 
bringing together 117 community members. 

 

The forum gave the community the oppor-
tunity to learn about previous biological 
control research on Harrisia cactus, the 
release of the mealybug in the late 1970’s, 
current research programs, current local 
control programs and the opportunity to 
meet departmental and local weed and 
NRM officers.  

 

Community members where given the opportunity to ask questions, 
seek advice and support from the experts in the room creating health 
discussion around how to achieve control over Harrisia cactus in their 
community or property.  

 

The forum was designed to help the 
HCWG be better informed on their de-
cision making process moving forward 
with helping the community control 
Harrisia cactus. It was also to provide 
information back to the community on 
what was being done by state govern-
ment agencies towards control of Har-
risia cactus.  

Photo: Craig Turner 

(Biosecurity QLD), Jo Skewes 

(CCC) & Dr Rachel McFadyen. 

Photo: North Star community.  
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Photo: Goondiwindi com-

munity.  

Photo: Yelarbon commu-

nity.  

Photo: Boomi community.  

Thank you to B&W Rural Goondi-
windi and McGregory Gourlay Croppa 
Creek and Goondiwindi for your kind 
donations towards the forums. 

“Attending the forums was a great opportunity as a Biosecurity Queensland scientist to meet members of the com-
munity and other stakeholders and hear about the management needs for Harrisia cactus. This information helps us 
to develop research projects that really target what is required by people on the ground.” Tamara Taylor, Scientist, 
Invasive Plants and Animals, Biosecurity Queensland. 
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Cactus Alert! 

Tamworth 

Biocontrol in action 
Biocontrol is starting to get into full swing as the weather 

warms up so does the biocontrol! These fantastic photos 

showing active Cactoblastis were captured in the Garoo 

area of Tamworth Regional Council (TRC). They were 

release at this site, 12 months ago after they had estab-

lished at a site in Nundle Creek by Weed Officer Rob 

Burr of TRC. 

Biocontrol working together 

Cochineal was first released into the Nundle Creek site 

that was collected from Velvety tree pear close by then 

the following month Cactoblastis was release at the 

same site.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Releasing biocontrol 
When looking to introduce biocontrol into your Farm Bi-

osecurity Plan or property make sure you give your local 

weed officer a call (see page 6 for contact details) to find 

out where and what the correct agent is for your cacti. 

 

Goondiwindi Region Council 

Velvety tree pear control (Opuntia tomentosa) 
With funding from the Qld Department of main roads, 

Goondiwindi Regional Council has been spraying Velvety 

tree pear on various state controlled roads, including the 

Gore Highway.  The rural services team foliar sprays the 

tree pear with Amitrol T mixed 1:25 with water.  The team 

have been getting a good kill with this approach however 

they have noticed if they spray the Velvety tree pear 

while it is in fruit the herbicide isn't as effective. 

Hudson pear - C. pallida 

Hudson Pear Spray Group B 
The spray group has been strate-

gically planning their day with both 

quad bikes scanning the perime-

ters and people on foot with spray 

packs. 

The group have been mapping out 

their spray sites including bounda-

ries, fences, roads, biocontrol study release sites and 

potential dense infestations of Hudson pear. This ena-

bled the group to see where they needed to continue to 

focus their efforts in-order to push back the Hudson pear 

into the dense areas and have controlled areas where 

they visit to ensure boundaries are clear of Hudson pear. 

“Today (10 August) is the first spray day where I have 
finally been able to say we are controlling it on this prop-
erty and we are able to identify isolated infested areas 
over our whole spray area - not just this property, where 
we can release the bug when the time comes. In the 
meantime, on this property we can patrol the perimeter 
and keep spraying anything that pops up.” – James Fos-
ter  
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Figures: Cactoblastis and cochineal release site, Rob Burr TRC. 

Figure: Cactoblastis catorium in Common prickly pear, Rob Burr 

TRC. 

Figure: O. tomentose chemical control , Gore Highway GRC. 

Figures: HPSG mapping 

the infestation. 
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Jumping Cholla 
Cylindropuntia prolifera 

Where did it come from and where is it now? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cylindropuntia prolifera is native to Southern Califor-

nia and Baja California, where it grows in coastal scrub, 

beach and bluff habitat.   
Credit: Atlas of Living Australia 

 

What  does it look like? 

Low shrub 0.4-1m tall. Deciduous leaves. 

Cladode 

 Greenish grey 

 4-15 cm long 

 4-5 cm diameter 

 Easily detached 

 Prominent tubercles 

Spines 

 7-11 spines per areole 

 1-2 cm long 

 Light to dark brown, interlacing. 

 White to tan sheath firmly at-

tached. 

Flower 

 Rose to magenta 

Fruit 

 Top shaped, 2-5 cm long 

 Green 

 Can form chains 

 Usually sterile 

Credit: Field Identification Guide 2
nd

  

Edition 

How does it spread? 

Like most cacti species the cladodes can be dispersed 

through human and animal movement, vehicles. The fruit 

is consumed by both native wild life and pest animals 

which then help disperse the seeds.  

Credit: NSW WeedWise and Field Identification Guide 2
nd

 

Edition 

General Biosecurity Duty 

All plants are regulated with a 

general biosecurity duty to pre-

vent, eliminate or minimise any 

biosecurity risk they may pose. 

Any person who deals with any 

plant, who knows (or ought to 

know) of any biosecurity risk, 

has a duty to ensure the risk is 

prevented, eliminated or mini-

mised, so far as is reasonably 

practicable. 

 

All of NSW 

Prohibition on dealings 

Must not be imported into the State or sold 

 

North West 

Biosecurity Act requirements & Strategic Response 

in the region 

Mandatory Measure (Division 8, Clause 33, Biosecurity 
Regulation 2017): A person must not import into the State 
or sell. 
Credit:  North West Regional Strategic Weed Management 

Plan Executive Summary 

 

How do you control it? 

Biocontrol  

Place infected cladodes on the top of the shrub to en-

courage the cochineal to transfer onto the healthy plant. It 

also aids in protection of the cochineal until the conditions 

are right for the cochineal to move around.  

 

Figure: C. prolifera distribution, Atlas of Living Australia 

2019. 

Figure: Mat Savage releasing biocontrol onto C. prolifera, 

J.Skewes.  Figure: C. prolifera, J. Skewes 
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 Cochineal 

Dactylopius tomentosus californica var. parkeri 

Scientific name  

Order: Hemiptera 

Family: Dactylopiidae 

Genus: Dactylopius 

Species: tomentosus 

Lineage: californica var. parkeri 

 

Chemical Control -  Jumping Cholla 

For information on how to control Cylindropuntia prolifera please  search APVMA https://portal.apvma.gov.au/home 

to find the correct permit and instructions for use.  

Alternatively, please contact your local Weeds Officer for further advise on identification and control (see page 6 for 

contact details). 

 

 

Events 

Steam Spraying Harrisia!! 

Check out  Weedtechnics Satusteam on Harrisia cactus on Wednesday 6 November at the Harrisia Cactus Trial 

Site , Goondiwindi (see map below) from 9.30am (EST). 

Come and have morning tea (provided) with us and have a chat with myself Jo-Anna Skewes on the Cacti Control 

Coordinator Program and other community members with the same Harrisia issues as you! Even if you don’t have 

Harrisia cactus come and find out how it might work for you. 

Where can I get biological control agents? 

Biocontrol agents generally occur throughout most areas im-

pacted by opuntioid cacti. To find out where and how to 

source agents for your weed management program contact 

your local Weed Officer or check out the Australian Biocontrol 

Hub by visiting https://biocollect.ala.org.au/biocontrolhub  

 

https://www.facebook.com/Weedtechnics/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARCbBWNr-BVF2oae81umYxDp_EpE3Lluj9CPgNmkCsSbDuh6ZZOg6xiwb0HtiHRrY-krd-3dXLkYDvPl&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARClCtx_zKqjQ-gTlpecuf7kpGZP1BQOpW83z5-8nJeD1BMJnZ7HX6M7-KYl5CmTwcCQGm-MBaI9Sbhifzi_OBPBwiZ4
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NSW Weed Biocontrol Taskforce 
What is the Biocontrol Taskforce? 

The Taskforce comprise of a voluntary collab-

oration of members from a number of like-

minded agencies responsible for managing 

weeds. The role of the Taskforce includes: 

obtaining and facilitating commitment and investment, 

mass-rearing and establishment of agents, monitoring, 

training, prioritising agents for action in NSW, and com-

munication of research progress. Bi-annual meetings in-

volve updates, training, field visits and demonstrations. 

A key deliverable under the NSW Invasive Species Plan 

is to “Maintain and expand the NSW weed biocontrol 

taskforce”. To achieve this, a shared investment model is 

being implemented in NSW. 

The Taskforce originally provided a coordinated approach 

to promote biocontrol, secure resources to mass rear 

agents, and provide establishment and monitoring in the 

field, but was limited geographically and financially. To 

build capacity across the state the Taskforce is now fund-

ing and promoting biocontrol research alongside rearing, 

release and monitoring programs (implementation activi-

ties) through a shared investment commitment.  

This model has enabled the setting of priorities and pool-

ing of support and funding, linking local, state and nation-

al collaborators, including local government, Local Land 

Services (LLS), NSW Department of Primary Industries 

(NSW DPI), Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) 

(including 

NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service – NSW NPWS) 

to national experts and funding agencies. 

The model is proving highly successful and is laying the 

groundwork for further co-investment in a coordinated, 

collaborative effort.  

 

Why invest in the Taskforce? 

Joining the Taskforce and participating in the shared in-

vestment model provides investors with a range of oppor-

tunities including; 

 an integrated and sustainable management strategy  

 improved economic return in weed management  

 increased access to biocontrol agents and training  

 access to knowledge  

 assurance you are partnering with Australia’s most  

 respected research 

 practitioners in weed biocontrol  

 a greater chance of success  

 certificate of contribution  

 improved collaboration, sharing of knowledge and in-

formation  

 a boost in patronage  

 improved standing and profile within the community  

 intellectual contribution to programs and priorities 

 opportunities for collaboration. 

 

Expression of interest 

Organisations expressing interest in investing in the 

Taskforce should consider this as a long-term proposi-

tion. While the Taskforce encourages an annual financial 

commitment, it also recognises this option is not always 

possible, thus in-kind commitments are recognised. Fee-

for-service will be negotiable and allocated to an applica-

ble investor category. The NSW Weed Biocontrol Task-

force acknowledges that any Expression of Interest (EoI) 

is non-binding. 

 

For further information contact  

Troy Brown 

NSW Department of Primary Industries 

Invasive Species Unit 

PMB 2, Grafton NSW 2460 

T: 02 6640 1649 

E: troy.brown@dpi.nsw.gov.au 
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Gunnedah Shire Council 

Senior Weeds Officer 

Lee Amidy 0427 254 188 

 

63 Elgin Street Gunnedah 

NSW 2380 

Phone 02 6740 2100  

Postal Address 

PO Box 63 

Gunnedah NSW 2380 

Email council@infogunnedah.com.au  

 

Gwydir Shire Council  

Weeds Officer Warialda 

Scott McLachlan 0428 305 364 

Weeds Officer Bingara 

Stephen Kneller 0427 240 061 

 

Postal Address  

Locked Bag 5 

Bingara NSW 2404   

Email mail@gwydir.nsw.gov.au 

Bingara Office 

33 Maitland Street  

Bingara NSW  2404   

Phone 02 6724 2000  

Warialda Office 

52 Hope Street 

Warialda NSW  2402   

Phone 02 6729 3000  

 

Liverpool Plains Shire  

Council 

Authorised Officer - Weeds 

Mike Whitney 0427 961 980 

 

Authorised Officer - Weeds 

Peter Scott 0428 961 982 

 

60 Station Street 

Quirindi NSW 2343 

Phone 02 6746 1755 

Postal Address 

PO Box 152 

Quirindi NSW 2343 

Email lpsc@lpsc.nsw.gov.au 

 

Moree Plains Shire Council  

Senor Biosecurity Officer 

Ian Schwartz 0427 044 521 

Biosecurity Officer 

Lachlan Biddle 040 8204 577 

 

Moree Office 

Level 2, Max Centre 

30 Heber Street 

Moree NSW 2400 

Phone 02 6757 3222 

Postal Address  

PO Box 420 

Moree NSW 2400 

Email council@mpsc.nsw.gov.au 

Mungindi Office 

CTC Building 

153 St George Street 

Mungindi NSW 2406 

Phone 02 6753 2389 

 

Postal Address  

PO Box 39 

Mungindi NSW 2406 

Boggabilla Office 

Boggabilla TAFE 

South Street 

Boggabilla NSW 2409 

Phone 07 4676 2915 

Postal Address  

PO Box 764 

Goondiwindi QLD 4390 

 

Narrabri Shire Council 

Senior Authorised Officer - 

Weeds 

Clare Felton-Taylor 0427 294 

771 

Authorised Officer - Weeds 

Chris Watkins 0429 202 205 

 

46-48 Maitland Street 

Narrabri NSW 2390 

Phone 02 6799 6866  

Postal Address  

PO Box 261  

Narrabri NSW 2390 

Email council@narrabri.nsw.gov.au 

 

Tamworth Regional Council 

Senior Weeds Officer 

Mal Stein 0429 821 579 

Weeds Officer 

Robert Burr 0419 271 593 

 

Ray Walsh House 

437 Peel Street 

Tamworth NSW 2340 

Phone 02 6767 5555  

Postal Address  

PO Box 555 

Tamworth NSW 2340 

Email trc@tamworth.nsw.gov.au 

 

Walgett Shire Council 

Castlereagh Macquarie 

Weeds County Council 

Senior Weeds Officer 

Andrea Fletcher 0428 462 060 

Weeds Officer 

Mat Savage 0427 253 463 

 

77 Fox Street Walgett NSW 2832 

Phone 02 6828 6100 

Postal Address  

PO Box 31  

Walgett NSW 2832 

E-mail admin@walgett.nsw.gov.au 

 

NW Local Land Services 

Moree Office 02 6750 9000 

Warialda Office 02 6729 1529 

Narrabri Office 1300 795 299 

Tamworth Office 02 6764 5900 

Walgett Office 02 6828 6400 

Gunnedah Office 02 6742 9220 

Goondiwindi Office 07 4671 0518 

 

Department of Primary Industries 

Biosecurity Help Line 

1800 680 244 

 

NW Local Land Services - Feedback 

Online: rateitnow.com/northwestllsregion  

QR Reader App  

  

North West Regional Weeds Officers  
If you find any suspicious weeds like the Hudson Pear or Harissia Cactus, please call your local council so their response team 

can work with you on identifying and controlling any State Priority Weeds you might find on your property.  
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Further Information 
Websites 
Australian Invasive Cacti Network (AICN) - http://www.aicn.org.au/ 
Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicinal Authority (APVMA) - https://
portal.apvma.gov.au 
Australian Weed Strategy - http://www.agriculture.gov.au/pests-diseases-weeds/
pest-animals- 
and-weeds/review-aus-pest-animal-weed-strategy/aus-weeds-strategy 
Biological Control DPI - https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds/projects/
biological-control 
Department of Primary Industries (DPI) - https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/ 
DPI Weeds - https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds 
New South Wales Weed Control Handbook - https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/
biosecurity/weeds/weed-control/management-guides/noxious-enviro-weed-
control 
NSW WeedWise - http://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/ 
North West Local Land Services (NW LLS) - https://northwest.lls.nsw.gov.au/ 
North West Plains Sustainability Group - https://www.facebook.com/
northwestplainsgroup/ 
North West Weeds - http://www.northwestweeds.com.au/ 
Northern Slopes Landcare Association - http://
www.northernslopeslandcare.com.au/ 

 
 
 
Opuntiod Cacti Best Practice Control Manual - https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/
invasive-species/opuntioid-cacti-best-practice-control-manual 
PlantNET - http://plantnet.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/ 
Weed Control and Identification - https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds/
weed-control 
Weeds of National Significance - http://weeds.ala.org.au/WoNS/ 
 
NSW Acts and Regulations 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 - https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/
act/2016/63 
Biosecurity Act 2015 - https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/about-us/legislation/list/
biosecurity-act-2015 
EPA Pesticide Act 1999 - https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/licensing-and-regulation/
legislation-and-compliance/acts-administered-by-the-epa/act-summaries#pa 
EPA Pesticide Regulation 2017 - https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/licensing-and-
regulation/legislation-and-compliance/acts-administered-by-the-epa/regulation-
summaries#PestReg 
Local Land Services Act 2013 - https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/
act/2013/51 

mailto:lpsc@lpsc.nsw.gov.au
mailto:council@narrabri.nsw.gov.au
mailto:trc@tamworth.nsw.gov.au?subject=TRC%20Website%20-%20Contact%20Information

