
CACTUS QUARTERLY |  AUTUMN 2021  1How invasive is YOUR cactus?

Cactus  Quarterly
AUTUMN 2021

LATEST NEWS

Research in Queensland

Biocontrol research for Harrisia cactus, Harrisia martinii
Tamara Taylor, Queensland Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (Invasive 
Plants and Animals)

Queensland Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (QDAF) is undertaking 
research projects to help find ways to combat the increasing spread of 
Harrisia martinii in southern Queensland and northern New South Wales. 
We are currently halfway through our two-year collaborative project with the 
University of Queensland (UQ), which seeks to determine the environmental 
limitations to the establishment and impact of the Harrisia mealybug 
biocontrol in the region. 

Combined with laboratory trials, the UQ field results so far suggest that a 
longer winter season and high spikes in temperature in summer reduce 
the amount of time per year for optimal reproduction and dispersal of the 
insect in Goondiwindi. Although the Harrisia mealybug appears to have 
some impact on the growth of Harrisia martinii stems in Goondiwindi, and 
potentially limits its flowering, the region would benefit from additional, 
complementary management options. With funding from the Australian 
Government’s Established Pest Animal and Weed Pipeline Program, two new 
Harrisia research activities are commencing soon. 

In the late 1970s, QDAF (previously known as the Lands Department) 
introduced four biocontrol agents into central Queensland where Harrisia 
cactus infestations were at extremely high density. Two agents were very 
successful – the commonly observed Harrisia mealybug (Hypogeococcus 
pungens, syn: H. festerianus) and a stem-boring beetle (Nealcidion 
cereicola). 

Eventually, the mealybug outcompeted the stem-boring beetle, which 
was thought to have died out due to a lack of suitable Harrisia to feed on. 
However, as part of our laboratory trials, Harrisia stems sent to us from 
central Queensland inadvertently contained the larvae of the stem-boring 
beetle, thus indicating that populations of the insect are still active. In 
collaboration with NSW Department of Primary Industries, QDAF intends 
to rear beetles in the laboratory and release them in multiple locations in 
southern Queensland and northern NSW. Monitoring will be conducted to 
determine establishment success and quantify the impact of the beetles on 
Harrisia.

Additionally, the grant will fund a project to determine the impact of sheep 
grazing on Harrisia growth and flowering using inclusion and exclusion 
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Left: Harrisia martinii stem showing damage from stem-boring beetle larvae. Right: Harrisia martinii with beetle larvae dissected from the stem. 
(Tamara Taylor, QDAF)

trials. Sheep will be moved off previously grazed paddocks to determine Harrisia regrowth capacity and moved onto 
plots that have not been grazed to determine whether feeding on Harrisia occurs with or without alternative grazing 
options and whether grazing reduces flowering and subsequent seed production. We will also be conducting soil 
seed bank trials and testing longevity of seed viability using chemically controlled aging tests.

Our next step is to secure funding to import an additional biocontrol agent from Argentina that feeds on new growing 
tips of Harrisia stems. This agent is a highly mobile fly (Dasiops bourquini) that has stem feeding larvae. Queensland 
Department of Lands research in the 1970s found that this agent had a high impact on Harrisia martinii in Argentina, 
however, it was not imported into Australia due to rearing difficulties at the time and the availability of the four other 
agents that were imported. Once rearing methods have been established in Argentina, we aim to import the fly into 
quarantine in Brisbane for extensive host testing before a release application is lodged. This process is likely to take 
approximately three years.

What happens with the Hudson pear biocontrol agent in winter?

If you’re seeing less biocontrol impact on your Hudson pear it’s because the cold reduces their development (ability 
to grow and reproduce). The recent rain events will have also negatively affected the Hudson pear biocontrol agent 
through direct washing off the insects from the cactus segments. 

Don’t panic! With less rain in winter and rising temperatures in spring, the biocontrol agents will be back with a 
vengeance!

In the meantime, continue to use other control methods to control Hudson pear. By using integrated control 
methods, you are going to continue to get the best results.

Integrated management

Integrated management is the use of more than one control method 
to control an infestation or weed incursion. When using biocontrol in 
combination with other control methods, let the biocontrol deal with the core 
infestation. This will allow outliers to be treated chemically (herbicides) or 
physically (mechanical removal).

Chemical control

Using chemicals as well as biocontrol will give you the best results. Search 
along fence lines, tracks and roads, water courses and drainage lines, and 
for outlying populations. Treat these with the appropriate herbicides (see 
NSW Weedwise).

When using herbicides, care must be taken to ensure adequate coverage of 
the plant (all sides of the segments) to prevent regrowth. In the case of foliar 
spraying, the addition of a marker dye will assist with identifying any missed 
plants or cladodes.

Above: Hudson pear  
(Jo-Anna Skewes NW CCC, NSLA)

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/HudsonPear
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Plants should be actively growing and not under stress from heat/drought or cold conditions. Plants may die more 
quickly as a result of warm weather spraying, as cooler conditions can slow the uptake of herbicides.

Herbicides may not result in a complete kill. Control sites should, therefore, be monitored for regrowth and follow up 
activities applied if necessary.

You should always check the product label and seek advice from your local government weeds officer. You can also 
visit NSW WeedWise for more information https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au.

The Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA) regulates the use of chemicals in Australia. 
For more details on herbicide registration and permits visit the APVMA website www.apvma.gov.au.

Physical control

Care must be taken when mechanically or manually removing opuntioid cacti due to their spiny nature. Small, 
isolated plants are easier to remove than large, dense infestations and some species, such as Hudson pear and 
devil’s rope, can pose significant risk of injury when handled. Physical removal can be ineffective as any cladodes 
detached in the process can regrow to form new plants. Material must be disposed of appropriately via deep burial.

Other removal methods can be identified in the Invasive Cacti Field Guide: Identification and control of invasive cacti.

Millmerran willows cactus aka Nightblooming cereus is on the move.

Do you have this in your garden? It has the potential to create a devastating monoculture taking over valuable 
bushland and pasture paddocks, such as we have seen with velvety tree pear over previous years. Most weed 
incursions start out as a garden plant that gets removed and not disposed of correctly or spread around by birds and 
animals at flowering and fruiting time. 

At the moment, willows cactus is at a stage where it can be successfully controlled, but we need the community 
on board to help out. Please get in touch if you would like more information or help with identification or control. 
Contact Rebecca Kirby, Millmerran Landcare Coordinator at millmerranlandcare@bigpond.com or Jo Skewes, NW 
Cacti Control Coordinator at nwcactus@nsla.net.au

Check out Queensland’s Department of Agriculture and Fisheries fact sheet with descriptions and control options.

Above: Willows cactus (Rebecca Kirby,  Milmerran Landcare)

Landholder Chemical Supply Program

Applications are now open for expression of interest for the provision of herbicide for Harrisia cactus and Hudson 
pear. Two of the high priority invasive cacti species in the north west region of NSW.

APPLY NOW

Online: Northern Slopes Landcare website www.northernslopeslandcare.com.au/cacti/expressions-of-interest-
provision-for-herbicide or email nwcactus@nsla.net.au

The NWLLS Landholder Chemical Supply program is specifically designed to assist landholders to reduce the 
distribution and density of Hudson pear and Harrisia cactus within the North West Local Land Services region for the 
benefit of the environment, agriculture, mining and tourism industries. 

This program is being delivered through the North West Cacti Control Coordination partnership with Northern Slopes 
Landcare Association (NSLA).

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au
https://apvma.gov.au/
https://www.northernslopeslandcare.com.au/images/pdf/cacti/5537_Cacti_Booklet_FINAL_1810_Web.pdf
mailto:millmerranlandcare@bigpond.com
mailto:nwcactus@nsla.net.au
https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/1474069/willows-cactus.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1tCZTdb53YKrSQsZbmO0xNht_Q8jjbr6IxsxzJ8CvFmk1wmGIm7-NNlqQ
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Priority cactus near you

Have you visited the Department of Primary Industries WeedWise site lately? You can now view priority weeds and 
where incursions are. Check out what weeds are popping up in your area and what you should be looking out for in 
your backyard, paddocks, or mining claim. 

It’s also a great way to help you identify that ‘strange looking’ plant that you’ve never seen before or if you just can’t 
seem to control that re-occurring weed. WeedWise has a list of control options and methods that might just do the 
job. It also has a new feature that allows users to search known incursions on a map. 

Credit: Invasive Field Identification Guide – North West NSW

How does it spread?

Like most cacti species the cladodes and seed can be dispersed through 
human and animal movement, as well as vehicles and other machinery. 
Fallen cladodes and stems can also revegetate.  

Credit: Invasive Field Identification Guide – North West NSW

How do you control it?

Biological control

Cochineal - Dactylopious opuntiae (‘Punthari’)
Order: Hemiptera
Family: Dactylopiidae
Genus: Dactylopius
Species: opuntiae
Lineage: Punthari

PRIORITY CACTUS

Velvety tree pear Opuntia tomentosa

Where did it come from and where is it now?

Velvety tree pear (also known as velvet pear) is native to Mexico and 
Guatemala. 

Opuntia tomentosa has known occurrences in all states and territories 
except Northern Territory. It grows in sub-tropical, semi-arid and warmer 
temperate climates. Can be found on roadsides, railways, paddocks, 
disturbed sites, wastelands and along fence lines. 

Credit: Opuntia tomentosa, WeedWise and Managing Opuntioid Cacti in Australia: Best practice 
control manual for Austrocylindropuntia, Cylindropuntia and Opuntia species. 

What does it look like?

Shrubby to treelike, up to 5 m tall. Often with a trunk. Cladodes and fruits 
covered in fine hairs, giving a velvety appearance.

Above: Opuntia tomentosa distribution.  
(Atlas of Living Australia)

Cladodes

• Grey-green
• Flattened, elliptic to obovate
• 15 - 30 cm long

Spines 

• Often spinless, 0 - 4 spines
• 0.5 - 1.5 cm long
•  Whitish-yellow

Flowers

• Orange
• 4 - 5 cm diameter

Fruit

• Globular to egg-shaped
• Flattened top
• Up to 5 cm long
• Red

Above: Velvety tree pear Opuntia tomentosa. 
(Jo-Anna Skewes NW CCC, NSLA)

Above: Opuntia tomentosa fruit. 
(Jo-Anna Skewes NW CCC, NSLA)

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/
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Cactoblastis – Cactoblastis cactorum
Order: Lepidoptera 
Family: Pyralidae 
Genus: Cactoblastis 
Species: cactorum 

Place infected cladodes on the top of the shrub to 
encourage the cochineal to transfer onto the healthy 
plant. It also aids in protection of the cochineal until the 
conditions are right for the cochineal to move around.

Felling of large plants once cochineal is established 
often results in more rapid control compared with 
unfelled plants. The cactoblastis moth, Cactoblastis 
cactorum, causes little damage to large plants but 
causes significant damage to small plants and seedlings.

Credit: North West Regional Weeds Best Practise Guide: Velvety Tree 
Pear, Moree Plains Shire Council.

Chemical Control

For information on how to control Opuntia tomentosa 
please search APVMA https://portal.apvma.gov.au/ 
to find the correct permit and instructions for use. 
Alternatively, please contact your local Weeds Officer for 
further advise on identification and control (see page 12 
for contact details).

Biosecurity Duty

General Biosecurtiy Duty

All plants are regulated with a general biosecurity duty 
to prevent, eliminate or minimise and biosecurity risk 
they may pose. Any person who deals with any plant, 
who knows (or ought to know) of any biosecurity risk, 
has a duty to ensure the risk is prevented, eliminated or 
minimised, so far as is reasonably practicable.

All of NSW

State Priority Weed Objective – ASSET PROTECTION 
(Whole of State)
Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

North West

Biosecurity Act requirements & Strategic Response in 
the region
Mandatory Measure (Division 8, Clause 33, Biosecurity 
Regulation 2017): A person must not import into the 
State or sell.

Credit:  North West Regional Strategic Weed Management Plan 2017-
2022.

Table 1: Chemical and concentration rates for control of Opuntia tomentosa.
Credit: NSW Chemical Control Handbook, pg 110.

Table 2: Control calendar for Opuntia tomentosa.

Credit: NSW Chemical Control Handbook, pg 110.

https://portal.apvma.gov.au/
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SLEEPER SPECIES

A sleeper species is one that is out in the landscape and, in the right conditions, has the possibility to become 
invasive. This could mean, once an invasive species is under control, another takes over or with the right climatic 
conditions the potential invasive species flourishes and spreads.

Column cactus, willows cactus or apple fruit Cereus uruguayanus

Stems

• Blue-green to dull green
• 5 – 8 ribs, normal
• 3 – 6 ribs, immature normal
• Fascinated, undetermined ribs
• Ribs protrude 5 cm

Spines 

• 1 - 5 spines
• 1.5 - 2 cm long
• Reddish-brown

Flowers

• White
• 15 cm long
• Funnel-shaped

Fruit

• Globular 
• Yellow, orange, red or pinkish 

red

Credit: Cereus uruguayanus, Flora of Australia 
- ALA

How does it spread?

Like most cacti species the cladodes and seed can be dispersed through 
human and animal movement, as well as vehicles and other machinery. 
Fallen stems can also revegetate.  

Credit: Willows cactus factsheet, Queensland Government.

How do you control it?

Biological control

Mealybug - Hypogeococcus festerianus
Order: Hemiptera
Family: Pseudococcidae
Genus: Hypogeococcus 
Species: festerianus

Place infected stems on the top of the cactus to encourage the mealybug to 
transfer onto the healthy plant. It also aids in protection of the biocontrol until 
the conditions are right for the biocontrol to move around.

Where did it come from and where is it now?

Column cactus (also known as willows cactus or apple fruit) is native to 
southern Brazil, Urugauy and Argentina. 

Cereus uruguayanus has known occurrences in Queensland and New South 
Wales. However, South Australia has had a collection but it is not considered 
to be established. It has been cultivated since the 1800’s as C. peruvianus 
now known as C. uruguayanus. Can be found on roadsides, paddocks, 
disturbed sites, and along fence lines. 

Credit: Cereus uruguayanus, Flora of Australia - ALA 

What does it look like?

Shrubby to treelike, up to 15 m tall. With or without a well-developed trunk, 
up to 30 cm in diameter. Sometime fascinated (abonormal formation of 
stems – fan-shaped stems) or monstrose (loses vegetative point – irregular 
shape) being popular as ornamentals. 

Above: Cereus uruguayanus distribution.  
(Atlas of Living Australia)

Above: Column cactus Cereus uruguayanus  
(Jo-Anna Skewes NW CCC, NSLA)

Above: Cereus uruguayanus soines 
(Jo-Anna Skewes NW CCC, NSLA)
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TOURISM

Help prevent the spread of invasive cacti

How do cacti affect us? 

Cacti have the potential to: 

• injure people, stock and pets 
• reduce land value 
• displace native flora 
• kill native fauna including koalas 
• make mustering difficult 
• penetrate skin, shoes and tyres with their spines. 

Uncontrolled, invasive cactus species spread easily and rapidly through the 
landscape. They are hard to manage, seriously degrading invaded land and 
ecosystems. 

Cacti are known to hitch rides and then come loose many kilometres from 
where they first attached. Cacti are adaptable and will grow anywhere. They 
will root in the unlikeliest of places and do not need many resources to survive.  

Chemical Control

For information on how to control Cereus uruguayanus please search APVMA https://portal.apvma.gov.au to find the 
correct permit and instructions for use. Alternatively, please contact your local Weeds Officer for further advise on 
identification and control (see page 12 for contact details).

Biosecurity Duty

General Biosecurtiy Duty

All plants are regulated with a general biosecurity duty to prevent, eliminate or minimise and biosecurity risk they 
may pose. Any person who deals with any plant, who knows (or ought to know) of any biosecurity risk, has a duty to 
ensure the risk is prevented, eliminated or minimised, so far as is reasonably practicable.

All of NSW

State Priority Weed Objective – ASSET PROTECTION (Whole of State) 
Prohibition on dealings 
Must not be imported into the State or sold

North West

Biosecurity Act requirements & Strategic Response in the region 
Mandatory Measure (Division 8, Clause 33, Biosecurity Regulation 2017): A person must not import into the State or 
sell.

Credit:  North West Regional Strategic Weed Management Plan 2017-2022

Keep your backyard clean

Although succulents are known for being drought tolerant, all cacti are not native to Australia and can be highly 
invasive if not managed appropriately.

If during your travels you see a unique looking cactus specimen, do not be tempted to collect it. Even something 
like the flowers or fruit could lead to it’s spread. Take a photo instead and report its location to your local biosecurity 
officer or NSW Department of Primary Industries on 1800 680 244.

More Information check out the Come Clean Go Clean brochure or Northern Slopes Landcare website.

https://portal.apvma.gov.au/
https://www.northernslopeslandcare.com.au/images/Cacti/TourismCacti_DLfolded_HIGHRes.pdf
https://www.northernslopeslandcare.com.au/images/Cacti/TourismCacti_DLfolded_HIGHRes.pdf
https://www.northernslopeslandcare.com.au/
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NETWORKS

NSW Weed Biocontrol Taskforce

Understanding biocontrol risk better - linking 
laboratory and field observations 

Today several steps are required before biological control agents are released into the environment. First the 
weed species proposed for biological control research must be endorsed through a national committee called the 
Environment and Invasives Committee. Later, for any agent to be approved for release, each must demonstrate a 
very low or negligible risk to the environment via risk analysis undertaken by the Department of Agriculture, Water 
and the Environment. 

The analysis is extensive, and it usually takes several years for an agent to be approved for release. DAWE assesses 
the risk under the Commonwealth’s Biosecurity Act 2015 while a parallel process operates under the Environmental 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. The analysis includes information pertaining to host-specificity 
testing results, ensuring that the proposed agent is specific to the target, as well as information gleaned from wide 
consultation with technical, scientific experts and interested stakeholders. 

In order to improve the efficiency of decisions surrounding release applications, Agriculture Victoria supported 
by AgriFutures Australia is developing a data-driven risk model to enable regulators to better anticipate the risks 
of biocontrol from the results of host-specificity testing. Novel for Australia, it will compare host-testing data from 
previously established weed biocontrol agents with their host specificity in field surveys. 

Over the next 12 months surveys will be conducted to determine the presence of weed biocontrol agents on non-
target plants in the field. Contact Jackie Steel at Jackie.Steel@agriculture.vic.gov.au if you would like to get involved 
in these surveys.

To learn more about, or participate in, the NSW Weed Biocontrol Taskforce and its collaborative biocontrol programs 
request a copy of the prospectus at www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds/weed-control/biological-control/nsw-
weed-biocontrol-taskforce or, to check out the latest news, download a copy of their newsletter.

The Weed Society of New South Wales Inc.

Calling for nominations for the NSW Weed Awards.

Do you know someone who has been an outstanding in contributing to the control, 
education and or awareness of weeds in your community? Then nominate them today 
for the ‘The NSW Weed Industry Award’ to get them the recognition they deserve!

These awards acknowledge the work of NSW Government, NSW Local Government and 
Community Weeds Professionals for their outstanding contribution towards protecting 
NSW from the impacts of weeds.

Finalists and winners of each award will be announced at the conference dinner at the 21st NSW Biennial Weeds 
Conference in Albury 23 - 26 August 2021.

There are three categories:

The Buerckner Award – for outstanding contribution to the on-ground control of weeds in NSW. (Local Government 
only) www.nswweedsoc.org.au/grants_and_awards/buerckner_award

The Stephenson Award – for outstanding contribution to planning and managing weed management programs in 
NSW. (Local Government only) www.nswweedsoc.org.au/grants_and_awards/stephenson_award

The NSW Weed Industry Award - For outstanding contribution to weed management in NSW. Open to all weed 
professional within NSW.  www.nswweedsoc.org.au/grants_and_awards/industry_award

Nomination forms and guidelines are available on the NSW Weeds Society Website: http://www.nswweedsoc.org.au/
grants_and_awards/ or if you have any questions contact Wendy Gibney at wendy.gibney@dpi.nsw.gov.au

These awards are proudly supported by the NSW Weed Society Inc. and the NSW Weeds Officers Association.

mailto:Jackie.Steel@agriculture.vic.gov.au
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds/weed-control/biological-control/nsw-weed-biocontrol-taskforce
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds/weed-control/biological-control/nsw-weed-biocontrol-taskforce
http://www.nswweedsoc.org.au/grants_and_awards/buerckner_award/
http://www.nswweedsoc.org.au/grants_and_awards/stephenson_award/
http://www.nswweedsoc.org.au/grants_and_awards/industry_award/
http://www.nswweedsoc.org.au/grants_and_awards/
http://www.nswweedsoc.org.au/grants_and_awards/
mailto:wendy.gibney@dpi.nsw.gov.au
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Above: Andrea Fletcher, Buerckner Award winner 2019.

EVENTS

21st Biennial NSW Weed Society conference 

The 21st Biennial NSW Weed Society conference is combined with the VIC 
Weeds Society conference in 2021 and is for all weeds practitioners.

Date: 23 - 26 August 2021

Location: Albury Entertainment Centre 

Registrations: Open

Early bird registrations: Close 23 July 2021

For more information check the 21st Biennial NSW Weed Society conference 
website for more details, www.nswweedsconf.org.au

AutoWeed Field Day

On Wednesday 9 June, Willaroo Farm at Warakirri will open their gates 
so the AutoWeed team can give you a demonstration on the technology 
and improvements they have made. Also, hear about what else has been 
happening in the region on control efforts on Harrisia cactus. 

To register or for more information contact NW Cacti Control Coordinator,  
Jo Skewes on 0402 014 769 or email at nwcactus@nsla.net.au or Sarah on 
0428 738 125 or email at sarah.godlee@macintyreagalliance.com

Membership Available

Join to be a member of the Weed Society of New South 
Wales Inc today and get the following benefits!

• Opportunity to network with others interested in 
weed management

• Discounted registration for Society seminars and 
workshops

• Opportunity to apply for Society Travel Awards
• The Society newsletter, A Good Weed, delivered 

quarterly 
• Access to the Society electronic newsletter, the 

Punnet Tray
• Discounted registration to attend the Australasian 

Weeds Conference
• Discounted registration to attend the NSW Biennial 

Weeds Conference
• Additional financial prizes for the winners of the 

Buerckner and Stephenson Weed Professionals 
Awards

Simply fill out the membership form and email to 
secretary@nswweedsoc.org.au or send it to: 

The Secretary 
Weed Society of New South Wales Inc 
PO Box 6 
MUSWELLBROOK NSW 2333

https://www.nswweedsconf.org.au/
https://www.nswweedsconf.org.au
mailto:nwcactus@nsla.net.au
mailto:sarah.godlee@macintyreagalliance.com
http://www.nswweedsoc.org.au/items/991/Membership%20form%20-%20plain%20June%202020.pdf
mailto:secretary@nswweedsoc.org.au
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CACTI RESOURCES

Northern Slopes YouTube Channel Hudson pear, 
Cylindropuntia pallida playlist

Check out the newest addition to cacti resources. Subscribe to the Hudson 
pear, Cylindropuntia pallida playlist on YouTube to learn about the new 
biocontrol for Hudson pear. The informative videos are a visual guide on; 
what is Hudson pear; what cochineal look like; where to collect cochineal; 
how to collect, transport and collect cladodes; how to release cochineal and 
further integrated control options.  

You can also view the videos online at the Northern Slopes Landcare 
website under Cacti News  www.northernslopeslandcare.com.au/cacti/cacti-
news-media/cactus-news/85-hudson-pear-cylindropuntia-pallida

Mass-rearing facility, Lightning Ridge

Come and get your cochineal! The new biocontrol mass-rearing facility at 
Lightning Ridge is fully stocked with the Hudson pear cochineal and they are 
ready to be released.

Your friendly weeds officers, Mat Savage and Dave Ryan, will be only too 
happy to help you access your plastic tub for collecting clean Hudson pear 
segments. Then all you have to do is swap your tub of clean segments 
for a tub of cochineal-infected segments. Mat and Dave will guide you 
through the process of how to release the cochineal and record the release 
information.

To find out more about getting your hands on the biocontrol agent for 
Hudson pear, contact Walgett Shire Weed Officer Mat Savage on  
0427 253 463 or more on the resources available contact NW Cacti Control 
Coordinator, Jo Skewes on 0402 014 769.

Landholder Chemical Supply Program

Do you have Harrisia cactus or Hudson pear on your property? The NWLLS 
Landholder Chemical Supply program is specifically designed to assist 
landholders to reduce the distribution and density of Hudson pear and 
Harrisia cactus within the North West Local Land Services region for the 
benefit of the environment, agriculture, mining and tourism industries.

Submit an expression form online at www.northernslopeslandcare.com.
au/cacti/expression-of-interest or contact Jo Skewes, NW Cacti Control 
Coordinator at nwcactus@nsla.net.au for a form or for further information.

https://www.northernslopeslandcare.com.au/cacti/cacti-news-media/cactus-news/85-hudson-pear-cylindropuntia-pallida.html
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLmSrgp-UIktRkaObd2twzqzkuYlRtu4W
https://www.northernslopeslandcare.com.au/cacti/expression-of-interest.html
https://www.northernslopeslandcare.com.au/cacti/expression-of-interest.html
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Resources to download

Seen this plant? Tiger pear *NEW 

Seen this plant? Harrisia cactus 

Seen this plant? Hudson pear

Biocontrol of Hudson pear 
Using the cochineal Dactylopius tomentosus (californica 
var. parkeri)

Invasive Cacti Field Guide: Identification and control of 
invasive cacti – North West NSW

Managing Opuntioid Cacti in Australia: Best practice 
control manual for Austrocylindropuntia, Cylindropuntia 
and Opuntia species

Resources can be found under the cacti resources tab 
on the Northern Slopes Landcare Association website  
www.northernslopeslandcare.com.au/cacti/resources

https://www.northernslopeslandcare.com.au/images/Cacti/5537_Cacti_Booklet_VeryFINAL_WEB.pdf
https://www.northernslopeslandcare.com.au/images/Cacti/SeenThis_HudsonPear_HIGHRes.pdf
https://www.northernslopeslandcare.com.au/images/Cacti/CochinealBiocontrol_Hudsonpear_HIGHRes.pdf
https://www.northernslopeslandcare.com.au/cacti/resources
https://www.northernslopeslandcare.com.au/images/Cacti/SeenThis_HudsonPear_HIGHRes.pdf
http://wildmatters.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Opuntioid-cacti-best-practice-control-manual.pdf
https://www.northernslopeslandcare.com.au/images/Cacti/TigerPearFlyer2pp_Final.pdf


12  CACTUS QUARTERLY |  AUTUMN 2021 How invasive is YOUR cactus?

NORTH WEST REGIONAL WEEDS OFFICERS

If you find any suspicious weeds please call your local council so their response team can work with you on 
identifying and controlling any state or regional priority weeds you might find on your property.

GUNNEDAH SHIRE COUNCIL

Senior Weeds Officer
Lee Amidy | 0427 254 188
Neil Worboys | 0436 950 781

63 Elgin Street, Gunnedah NSW 2380
Phone: 02 6740 2100 
Email: council@infogunnedah.com.au  
Postal Address:
PO Box 63, Gunnedah NSW 2380

GWYDIR SHIRE COUNCIL 

Weeds Officer - Warialda
Scott McLachlan | 0428 305 364
Weeds Officer - Bingara
Adrian Wood | 0448 181 321 

Postal Address: 
Locked Bag 5, Bingara NSW 2404  
Email: mail@gwydir.nsw.gov.au

BINGARA OFFICE
33 Maitland Street, Bingara NSW  2404  
Phone: 02 6724 2000 

WARIALDA OFFICE
52 Hope Street, Warialda NSW  2402  
Phone: 02 6729 3000 

LIVERPOOL PLAINS SHIRE COUNCIL

Authorised Officer - Weeds
Mike Whitney | 0427 961 980

60 Station Street, Quirindi NSW 2343
Phone: 02 6746 1755
Email: lpsc@lpsc.nsw.gov.au
Postal Address:
PO Box 152, Quirindi NSW 2343

MOREE PLAINS SHIRE COUNCIL 

Senor Biosecurity Officer
Ian Schwartz | 0427 044 521
Biosecurity Officer
Lachlan Biddle | 0408 204 577

Level 2, Max Centre
30 Heber Street, Moree NSW 2400
Phone: 02 6757 3222 
Email: council@mpsc.nsw.gov.au
Postal Address: 
PO Box 420, Moree NSW 2400

NARRABRI SHIRE COUNCIL

Senior Authorised Officer - Weeds
Clare Felton-Taylor 
Authorised Officer - Weeds
Chris Watkins 

46-48 Maitland Street, Narrabri NSW 
2390
Phone: 02 6799 6866 
Email: council@narrabri.nsw.gov.au
Postal Address: 
PO Box 261, Narrabri NSW 2390

TAMWORTH REGIONAL COUNCIL

Senior Weeds Officer
Mal Stein | 0429 821 579
Weeds Officer
Robert Burr | 0419 271 593

Ray Walsh House
437 Peel Street. Tamworth NSW 2340
Phone: 02 6767 5555 
Email: trc@tamworth.nsw.gov.au
Postal Address: 
PO Box 555, Tamworth NSW 2340

WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL

CASTLEREAGH MACQUARIE  
COUNTY COUNCIL
Senior Weeds Officer
Andrea Fletcher | 0428 462 060
Weeds Officer
Mat Savage | 0427 253 463
Weeds Officer
David Ryan | 0401 835 563

77 Fox Street, Walgett NSW 2832
Phone: 02 6828 6100
E-mail: admin@walgett.nsw.gov.au
Postal Address: 
PO Box 31, Walgett NSW 2832

NORTH WEST LOCAL LAND SERVICES

MOREE OFFICE | 02 6750 9000
WARIALDA OFFICE | 02 6729 1529
NARRABRI OFFICE | 1300 795 299
TAMWORTH OFFICE | 02 6764 5900
WALGETT OFFICE | 02 6828 6400
GUNNEDAH OFFICE | 02 6742 9220
GOONDIWINDI OFFICE | 0428 432 784

Call 1300 795 299 to contact your Local 
Land Service office from Monday to 
Friday during business hours or online at 
www.lls.nsw.gov.au/our-regions/north-
west/contact-us

The safety of our customers and 
employees is our top priority and we are 
committed to taking important steps in 
reducing the spread of COVID-19.

From Tuesday 24 March, customer 
service centres of Local Land Services 
will be open by appointment only and 
all contact should be done online or via 
telephone.

Whilst these centres are closed for face 
to face contact, we are still here, working 
to keep you safe in these challenging 
times and you can continue to contact us.

DEPARTMENT OF PRIMARY 
INDUSTRIES

Biosecurity Helpline 1800 680 244

WEED BIOCONTROL 
(WEED RESEARCH UNIT) 

Email: weed.biocontrol@dpi.nsw.gov.au 

mailto:council@infogunnedah.com.au
mailto:mail@gwydir.nsw.gov.au
mailto:lpsc@lpsc.nsw.gov.au
mailto:council@mpsc.nsw.gov.au
mailto:council@narrabri.nsw.gov.au
mailto:trc@tamworth.nsw.gov.au
mailto:admin@walgett.nsw.gov.au
https://www.lls.nsw.gov.au/our-regions/north-west/contact-us
mailto:weed.biocontrol@dpi.nsw.gov.au
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Cactus Quarterly – Sign up
Online: http://eepurl.com/dH1wAv

Cactus Quarterly – Contact
NW Cacti Control Coordinator 
Northern Slopes Landcare Association 
Email: nwcactus@nsla.net.au 
Phone: 0402 014 769

North West Local Land 
Services Feedback
Online: https://rateitnow.com/ 
northwestllsregion

North West Cacti Control Coordinator program is a collaboration between 
North West Local Land Services and Northern Slopes Landcare.

FURTHER INFORMATION

Websites

Atlas of Living Australia - https://www.ala.org.au/ 
Australian Invasive Cacti Network (AICN) - http://www.aicn.org.au/
Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicinal Authority (APVMA) - https://portal.apvma.gov.au
Biological Control DPI - https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds/projects/biological-control
Department of Primary Industries (DPI) - https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/
DPI Weeds - https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds
NSW Biocontrol Weeds Taskforce - https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds/weed-control/biological-control/nsw-weed-
biocontrol-taskforce 
NSW WeedWise - http://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/
North West Local Land Services (NW LLS) - https://northwest.lls.nsw.gov.au/
North West Weeds - http://www.northwestweeds.com.au/
PlantNET - http://plantnet.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/
Weed Control and Identification - https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds/weed-control
Weeds of National Significance - http://weeds.ala.org.au/WoNS/
 

North West Landcare

North West Plains Sustainability Group - https://www.facebook.com/northwestplainsgroup/
Northern Slopes Landcare Association - http://www.northernslopeslandcare.com.au/
Tamworth Regional Landcare Association - http://www.trla.org.au/

Resources

Australian Weed Strategy - http://nrmonline.nrm.gov.au/downloads/mql:2307/content
New South Wales Weed Control Handbook - https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds/weed-control/management-guides/
noxious-enviro-weed-control
Invasive Cacti Field Guide: Identification and control of invasive cacti, North West NSW - https://www.northernslopeslandcare.
com.au/images/Cacti/5537_Cacti_Booklet_VeryFINAL_WEB.pdf
Opuntiod Cacti Best Practice Control Manual - https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/invasive-species/opuntioid-cacti-best-practice-
control-manual
 

NSW Acts and Regulations

Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 - https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/act/2016/63
Biosecurity Act 2015 - https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/about-us/legislation/list/biosecurity-act-2015
EPA Pesticide Act 1999 - https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/licensing-and-regulation/legislation-and-compliance/acts-administered-by-
the-epa/act-summaries#pa
EPA Pesticide Regulation 2017 - https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/licensing-and-regulation/legislation-and-compliance/acts-
administered-by-the-epa/regulation-summaries#PestReg
Local Land Services Act 2013 - https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/act/2013/51

https://northernslopeslandcare.us19.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=ab70d19b26e4b0f2b776f9b1f&id=407bd299c8
mailto:nwcactus@nsla.net.au
https://rateitnow.com/northwestllsregionhttp://
https://rateitnow.com/northwestllsregionhttp://
https://www.ala.org.au/
http://www.aicn.org.au/
https://portal.apvma.gov.au
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds/projects/biological-control
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds/weed-control/biological-control/nsw-weed-biocontrol-taskforce 
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds/weed-control/biological-control/nsw-weed-biocontrol-taskforce 
http://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/
https://northwest.lls.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.northwestweeds.com.au/
http://plantnet.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds/weed-control
http://weeds.ala.org.au/WoNS/
https://www.facebook.com/northwestplainsgroup/
http://www.northernslopeslandcare.com.au/
http://www.trla.org.au/
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds/weed-control/management-guides/noxious-enviro-weed-control
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds/weed-control/management-guides/noxious-enviro-weed-control
https://www.northernslopeslandcare.com.au/images/Cacti/5537_Cacti_Booklet_VeryFINAL_WEB.pdf
https://www.northernslopeslandcare.com.au/images/Cacti/5537_Cacti_Booklet_VeryFINAL_WEB.pdf
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/invasive-species/opuntioid-cacti-best-practice-control-manual
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/invasive-species/opuntioid-cacti-best-practice-control-manual
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/act/2016/63
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/about-us/legislation/list/biosecurity-act-2015
https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/licensing-and-regulation/legislation-and-compliance/acts-administered-by-the-epa/act-summaries#pa
https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/licensing-and-regulation/legislation-and-compliance/acts-administered-by-the-epa/act-summaries#pa
https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/licensing-and-regulation/legislation-and-compliance/acts-administered-by-the-epa/regulation-summaries#PestReg
https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/licensing-and-regulation/legislation-and-compliance/acts-administered-by-the-epa/regulation-summaries#PestReg
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/act/2013/51

