
Gwydir Women of Mettle ð Forging Leadership Project   

¢ƘŜ ΨDǿȅŘƛǊ ²ƻƳŜƴ ƻŦ aŜǘǘƭŜ - CƻǊƎƛƴƎ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩ 

funded under the Sustainable Agriculture Stream of the Aus-

ǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ /ŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǎǘǊŜŀƳΣ /ƻƳπ

munity Landcare Grants supported  seven Gwydir women, of 

all ages and from all walks of life, to attend the NSW Rural 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ {ŎƻƴŜΦ  

As in all endeavours, 21 Gwydir women made that first step; 

they stepped outside their comfort zone and put into words 

why they would like to attend the gathering. Seven women 

were lucky enough to be selected. Bernadette Allport (North 

Star), Mardi Coulton (Warialda), Wendy Wearne (Bingara), 

Krystle Sky (North Star), Sue Craig (Barraba), Susi Hiemer 

(Keera) and Mandy McKeesick (Coolatai).  

UGLA Project Officer Brooke Kelly commented the selection 

panel had some very difficult decisions to make as the qual-

ity of applications to attend the gathering was extremely 

high. 

¢ƘŜ b{² wǳǊŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜƭŘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅ 

for 21 years with each event in a different part of the state.  

On October 25th to 27th several hundred women descended 

ƻƴ {ŎƻƴŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ άIƻǊǎƛƴΩ !ǊƻǳƴŘέ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴΣ ǘƻ 

network and to be inspired, in a well-balanced weekend of 

workshops, guest speakers, tours and socialising. 

The Gwydir women took the opportunity to refine their var-

ied interests and attended workshops on photography, pub-

lic speaking, communication, healing products, cupcakes and 

personal development, while the tours on Saturday after-

ƴƻƻƴ ǎŀǿ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ {ŎƻƴŜΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

doors.  

Tour highlights included Vinery and Arrowfield Thor-

oughbred Studs, Elmswood Farm, Mulawa Arabian Stud, 

Belltrees Station and Blairgowrie Garden. 

There were many inspirational women speakers at the gath-

ering but there were four that stood out.  Isobel Knight, run-

ner-up for the 2013 Australian Rural Woman of the Year, 

spoke passionately about succession planning in country 

families.  

Robyn Pullman entertained with her witty presentation 

about turning daily actions into life-changing habits. Scone 

doctor Kaye Cussen enlightened with her experiences of 

working with Medecins Sans Frontieres in Pakistan and Kelly 

Continued p 2... 
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L-R (back) Mandy McKeesick, Bernadette Allport, Sue Craig, 

Krystle Sky, Wendy Wearne. Front: Suzie Hiemer, Mardi Coulton.  
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Foran from Friendly Faces, Helping Hands received a stand-

ing ovation for her dedication to rural people undergoing 

medical challenges. 

¢ƘŜ нлмп wǳǊŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ /ƻƻƭŀƳƻƴΣ 

near Wagga, and if given the chance to go, take it with both 

hands. 

All of the Gwydir women enjoyed the diversity experienced, 

both amongst themselves and with the Gathering at large, 

and thanked the Upper Gwydir Landcare Association for 

making their attendance possible. 

Drought Support for the North West 

Deputy Premier Andrew Stoner and Minister for Primary 

Industries Katrina Hodgkinson have today announced a pack-

age of emergency in-drought support measures for primary 

producers and communities in North West NSW.  

The NSW Government has allocated $7.6 million to the 

emergency support measures for the Bourke, Brewarrina 

and Walgett local government areas, which includes:  

- Up to $20,000 per producer in the form of a Transport As-

sistance Reimbursement, back-dated to 1 July 2013;  

- Up to $30,000 per producer for Emergency Water Infra-

structure Grants, which the Commonwealth Government 

has indicated it will match;  

- Additional funding for the Rural Support Worker Program 

and a drought incident co-ordinator;  

- The waiving of Western Lands Lease payments;  

- The waiving of Wild Dog Destruction Board rates; and  

- Transport Subsidies for Animal Welfare, focused on stock 

going to sale or slaughter where there is significant risk to 

animal welfare.  

Mr Stoner said the package of assistance package, which 

follows drought preparedness and in-drought support meas-

ures announced on 30 October 2013, is recognition of the 

plight many landholders in North West NSW currently face.  

ñLandholders and communities in North West NSW are cur-

ǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊƛƭȅ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΣέ 

Mr Stoner said.  

Ms Hodgkinson said the package brings NSW into line with 

assistance provided in drought-stricken areas of Queensland 

and is in addition the assistance measures announced on 30 

October 2013, which include:  

- A new $20 million Farm Innovation Fund, to provide pri-

mary producers with loans at concessional interest rates for 

in-drought and drought preparedness measures;  

- $4.4 million to fund phase three of the popular Cap and 

Pipe the Bores program;  

- The deferral of Special Conservation Scheme and Natural 

Disaster loans by the Rural Assistance Authority on a case-by

-case basis; and  

- Deferral of Livestock Health and Pest Authority rates for 

producers in the Brewarrina, Walgett and Bourke local gov-

ernment areas.  
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Ms Hodgkinson said many of the producers in North West 

NSW have prepared to the best extent possible.  

άtǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

NSW Government recognises that helping farmers will assist 

to preserve the social and economic fabric of the community 

ŀǘ ƭŀǊƎŜΣέ aǎ IƻŘƎƪƛƴǎƻƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ  

Regional Assistance Advisory Committee Chair David Palmer 

said the committee will continue to monitor seasonal condi-

tions across NSW and will provide feedback and advice to 

the NSW Government as required.  

For more information, contact the NSW Rural Assistance 

Authority on 1800 678 593.  

 



Turia Pitt, a young Australian who shared her powerful and 

touching story on 60 Minutes in August this year,  is coming 

to Bingara. Upper Gwydir Landcare Association is hosting a 

Gwydir Women of Mettle event with Turia in March 2014.   

In 2011, Turia suffered serious burns after being trapped in a 

bushfire during an ultra-marathon in the Kimberley. She was 

one of four runners who became trapped in the fire that 

swept through the path of a 100km marathon. 

The young athlete, who worked as a mining engineer, suf-

fered burns to more than 70 percent of her body and was 

not expected to survive. 

After undergoing 16 gruelling operations, earlier this year, 

the 26-year-old reached another milestone in her recovery 

when she spent six weeks at a clinic in the south of France, a 

world leader in burns rehabilitation. 

¢ǳǊƛŀΩǎ ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ōƻƻƪΣ Ψ9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ¢ƻ [ƛǾŜ CƻǊΩΣ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ 

in September this year. She now spends her time training for 

endurance events, speaking about her remarkable journey 

and also studying for a Masters in Engineering. 

{ǘŀȅ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ¢ǳǊƛŀΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Gwydir 

Women of Mettle project by visiting our Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/ugla.landcare or website 

www.ugla.com.au 

STOP PRESS: Turia Pitt to Visit Bingara 

 

Groundcover 
                                       November 2013 

Page 3 

Tens of thousands of dollars worth of grants and scholar-

ships for university and college courses in Australia go beg-

ging every year because no one applies for them, according 

to the Country Education Foundation of Australia (CEF). 

The CEF has released a guide to hundreds of scholarships 

worth over $100,000, in an effort to help rural and regional 

students tap into much needed financial assistance. 

The rural not-for-ǇǊƻŦƛǘΩǎ /9hΣ {ŀǊŀƘ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΣ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ 2014 

CEF Scholarship Listing included hundreds of scholarships 

(some worth up to $50,000pa) ς many of which failed to 

attract applications. 

The Guide can be accessed on the CEF website at: http://

cef.org.au/students/scholarships/ 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōǳǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 

ƻŦǘŜƴ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ōŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭΣέ aǎ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

ά[ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƻƴŜ b{² ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇǎ 

ǿƻǊǘƘ ϷмнлΣллл ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ǎƘŜ 

ǎŀƛŘΣ ά!ƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘ ŎŀǎŜΦέ 

άLǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǳπ

sands of disadvantaged rural and regional kids who miss out 

on higher education because of distance and cost. 

ά²ŜΩǊŜ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǎƻ ǿŜΩǾŜ 

pulled together the 2014 Scholarship Guide to everything on 

offer from our uni and college partners. 

άhǳǊ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ 

ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇƭȅΣ ŀǇǇƭȅΣ ŀǇǇƭȅΗΣέ aǎ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

The CEF has over 20 university and college partners across 

Australia which they work with to provide assistance to dis-

advantage rural and regional students. 

Together, these universities and colleges offer hundreds of 

scholarships worth hundreds of thousands of dollars. 

Rural and regional students face costs up to $20,000 per 

year (on top of HECS) for travel and living expenses when 

they leave their communities to pursue tertiary education. 

There are over 40 local CEFs across Australia, each raising 

funds to help their local school leavers to overcome the dis-

advantages of distance which prevent them from pursuing 

education and career goals. 

University Scholarships for Rural Students 

Go Begging 



Local small businesses can take advantage of high quality 

business assistance with the arrival of the Small Biz Bus in 

Bingara on Thursday 12 December, Cunningham St (adjacent 

to the Roxy), from 10am to 2pm.  

The Bus provides local small businesses operators the chance 

to get personalised, free advice from business experts.  

ά¢ƘŜ {Ƴŀƭƭ .ƛȊ .ǳǎ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ b{² DƻǾπ

ernment has put in place to ensure the ongoing viability of 

ǎƳŀƭƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΣέ b{² aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ {Ƴŀƭƭ .ǳǎƛπ

ness, Katrina Hodgkinson said.  

David Henderson, CEO of the New England, North West BEC 

ǎŀƛŘ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƻ 

receive expert advice on starting or growing your business. 

We encourage all business owners to take advantage of the 

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {Ƴŀƭƭ .ƛȊ .ǳǎέΦ  

To book an appointment on the Bus or to speak to your local 

Small Biz Connect adviser, call New England North West BEC 

on 1300 134 359 or visit www.smallbusiness.nsw.gov.au/hop

-on-the-small-biz-bus.  

The Office of the NSW Small Business Commissioner also 

helps small businesses by providing low-cost dispute resolu-

tion services, speaking up for small business within govern-

ment and delivering quality business advice through Small 

Biz Connect.  

Driving Small Business Success 
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Minister for Primary Industries, Katrina Hodgkinson, recently 

announced the appointed members who will join regional 

Chairs on the 11 Local Land Services (LLS) boards across the 

State.  

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǎǘŜǇ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŝǎǘŀōπ

lishment of LLS, as the countdown to the January 2014 

ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎΣέ aǎ IƻŘƎƪƛƴǎƻƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ  

ñThe 34 government-appointed board members will play a 

vital role in shaping the local focus of the new organisation 

and driving a new way of regional service delivery in NSW.  

ά!ǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ōƻŀǊŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ /ƘŀƛǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ōȅ 

ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ нлмпΦέ  

Chair of the LLS Board of Chairs, John Macarthur-Stanham, 

said the board members have been chosen for their local 

understanding, skills and expertise in rural and regional is-

sues, and knowledge of such areas as agriculture and biose-

curity.  

άL ŀƳ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ 

valuable services to farmers and land managers and I look 

forward to completing the inaugural boards with elected 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΣέ aǊ aŀŎŀǊǘƘǳǊ-Stanham said.  

άL ǳǊƎŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴ ōǊƛƴƎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǾŀǊƛŜŘ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǘƻ [[{ ǘƻ 

consider standing for election in the first quarter of 2014, 

ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŀƭƭ ǊŀǘŜǇŀȅŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǾƻǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƭΦέ  

LLS will be operational from January 2014 and will replace 

the 14 Livestock Health and Pest Authorities (LHPAs), 13 

Catchment Management Authorities (CMAs) and the advi-

sory services provided by the Department of Primary Indus-

tries (DPI). The agency will be run by local boards of elected 

and skills-based directors.  

In our North West region, government-appointed LLS board 

members are: 

Anthony Haggarty, Richard Clark, Elizabeth Guest 

Dw5/ ŎƘŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀƛƴ ƎǊƻǿŜǊ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ /ƭŀǊƪ ǎŀƛŘ άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Řƻ 

the best job I possibly can but I'm not there to toe anybody's 

line."   

Mr Clark says his priority will be to improve the culture of 

the agency, and to get staff working with the people who 

were elected to the board.  

"It's a new organisation and hopefully there won't be any 

baggage coming forward from the old one." 

More information on LLS is available at 

www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/locallandservices  

Minister Announces LLS Board Members 



Yallaroi Farmers: Funds, Soil Tests and 

Workshop Offered 

Upper Gwydir Landcare Association has secured funding for 

landholders in the Yallaroi region.  Under the Caring for our 

Country Community Landcare Grants, UGLA is offering a sub-

sidised workshop (Soil and Plant Nutrition) and also funding 

for soil tests and on-ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΩ ŦŀǊƳǎΦ 

The workshops will be led by popular presenter, Bart David-

son of SystemAg. Bart has worked as a consultant for more 

than 15 years across a diverse range of farming operations.  

His strength is uncovering soil and plant nutrition priorities, 

which Bart uses to leverage meet both the short and long 

term goals for profit and sustainability.  Bart is also well 

known for his ability to deliver user-friendly workshops in 

plain English. 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƻǊ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ 

ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ¦D[!Ωǎ .ǊƻƻƪŜ YŜƭƭȅ 

67242052 or ugla@gwydir.nsw.gov.au.  
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The Upper Gwydir Landcare Association was happy to part-

ner with the Border Rivers Gwydir CMA in hosting an infor-

mation seeking Kayak trip on the beautiful Gwydir River.   

The CMA and UGLA invited landholders to join them on the 

kayak trip to find out what makes the Gwydir River tick, and 

how we can maintain a healthy water supply and a healthy 

environment.   

Our guides for the two days Andrew Walsh and David Carr 

gave us running commentary of the importance of riparian 

health for biodiversity and connectivity. Under the Brigalow 

Biolinks project there are opportunities for landholders to be 

assisted to care for our rivers and creeks.  

aŀƘǊƛ YƻŎƘΣ /a! {ŜƴƛƻǊ ¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘ άƻǳǊ 

aim is to build a better appreciation of the natural environ-

ment, and how biodiversity and a healthy ecosystem create 

a healthy water supply and a more appealing and productive 

ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΦέ 

The participants over the two days agreed that it was a 

worthwhile activity, seeing the river from a different per-

spective, being able to observe the lizards, small and large 

birds and other wildlife.  

Kayaks and other equipment required were supplied by Out 

and About Adventures, led by Peter Vaughan.  

To find out more about the Brigalow-Nandewar Biolinks pro-

ject, visit the website www.agbiolinks.com.au/ 

A Paddle Down the Gwydir 


